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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 00374 061210Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
DHA-02 ORM-02 SAJ-01 VO-03 SCA-01 INSE-00 /077 W 

0612 13Z 090957/20 

R 06101 1Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7870 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONGEN HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMCONSUL SONGKHLA 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 0374 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SREF, VS 

SUB J : WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (WCRPJ/ASIAN 
CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (ACRP) RESCUE PLANS 

REF: (A) 76 BKK 34207 (B) 76 SINGAPORE 5737 

1 . AMERICAN JOURNALIST INFORMED EMBASSY DEC 6 THAT HIS SINGAPORE 
STRINGER REPORTS THE SINGAPORE RED CROSS IS MAKING $140,000 
CONTRIBUTION TOWARD ACQUISITION OF BOAT(S) TO BE USED IN PICK- 
ING UP VIETNAMESE REFUGEES AT SEA AND DEPOSITION THEM IN GUAM. 

NOT RPT NOT CLEAR WHY GUAM CHOSEN FOR DISCHARGE, BUT REASON MAY 
BE IT IS AMERICAN TERRITIORY CLOSEST TO POINT OF PROPOSED 

PICKUP OF REFUGEES. EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT CONTRIBUTION WAS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 00374 061210Z 

MADE TO THE SUBJ ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT THEIR OWN PROJECT, 
ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT 100 PCT CERTAIN. 

2. JOURNALISTS HAVE ALSO TOLD US THAT A VESSEL REPORTEDLY 
CAPABLE OF ACCOMMODATING 200 REFUGEES LEFT SINGAPORE 3-4 
DAYS AGO TO MAKE WAY UP MALAYSIAN COAST (APPARENTLY RE- 
MAINING IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS) AND INTO WATER OFF COAST 
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OF THAILAND AS FAR AS SONGKHLA, TO PICK UP BOAT REFUGEES. 

VESSEL, BEING OPERATED BY SUBJ ORGANIZATIONS, IS GOING 
TO SPEND THREE WEEKS IN THE ENDEAVOR, AFTER WHICH IT IS GOING 
TO TAKE PASSENGERS TO DARWIN, WHERE IT CLAIMS AUSTRALIANS 
HAVE GIVE ASSURANCE THAT REFUGEES CAN DISEMBARK. INFOR 
MATION IN LAST SENTENCE PROVIDED BY MEMBER OF ACRP IN 
SINGAPORE IN TELCON JAN 5 WITH BANGKOK-BASED JOURNALIST. 

3. THRE IS CONSIDERABLE INTEREST AMONG JOURNALISTS IN 
THIS PROJECT WHICH COULD, OF COURSE, ATTRACT EVEN MORE 
BOATS, AS WELL AS CURIOSITY ABOUT THE PERSONS BEHIND IT. 

WHITEHOUSE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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